CHAPTER  II
MARSHALL'S EARLY TEARS

JOHN MARSHALL was born on September 24, 1755,
In Fauquier County, Virginia. Though like Jeffer-
son lie was descended on his mother's side from the
Randolphs of Turkey Island, colonial grandees who
were also progenitors of John Randolph, Edmund
Randolph, and Robert E. Lee, his father, Thomas
Marshall, was **a planter of narrow fortune" and
modest lineage and a pioneer. Fauquier was then
on the frontier, and a few years after John was born
the family moved still farther westward to a place
called "The Hollow," a small depression on the
eastern slope of the Blue Ridge. The external fur-
nishings of the boy's life were extremely primitive,
a fact which Marshall used later to recall by relat-
ing that his mother and sisters used thorns for but-
tons and that hot mush flavored with balm leaf
was regarded as a very special dish. Neighbors, of
course, were few and far between, but society was